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Response to Arguments 



1 . In view of the APPEAL BREAF filed on /2005, PROSECUTION IS 
HEREBY REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of 
the following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a 
reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 
followed by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of 
appeal fee and appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, 
the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41.20 have been increased since they were 
previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between the increased 
fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening 
prosecution by signing below: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thomas (US-6,671,756) in view of Van Ryzin (US- 
6,131,130). 

Regarding claim 1 , Thomas discloses a switching device (fig. 1 , switch 2) 
comprising: 

a transmitter and a receiver (col. 4, lines 10-13) operable to provide 
wireless communication ("a wireless connection in lieu of the CATS connection", 
see col. 2, lines 8-10) between the switching device and a peripheral device (fig. 
1 , keyboard 9, mouse 10), and the transmitter and the receiver operable to 
provide a second communication link between the switching device and a 
selected one of a plurality of available computing devices (described as "Switch 2 
receives (receiver) the keyboard/mouse signals, makes appropriate translations, 
and delivers (transmitter) them to the selected computer 13A see col. 5, lines 
55-60 and fig. 2); 

a computer readable medium having instructions (fig. 8, elements 38-40; 
see col. 9, lines 62-col. 10, line 10) for: 

maintaining a list of available computing devices (fig. 8, PCs 13 and col. 5, 
lines 2-9); 

receiving a user communication selecting from among the list of available 
computing devices (col. 4, line 17-coI. 5, line 20); and 
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utilizing the transmitter and the receiver to establish a first wireless link 
between the peripheral device and the switching device ("a wireless connection 
in lieu of the CATS connection", see col. 2, lines 8-10 and col. 4, lines 10-13) and 
the second communication link between the switching device and a computing 
device (described as "Switch 2 receives (receiver) the keyboard/mouse signals, 
makes appropriate translations, and delivers (transmitter) them to the selected 
computer 13A see col. 5, lines 55-60 and fig. 2) selected from the list of 
available computing devices (col. 4, line 52-col. 5, line 20); 

a processor operable to execute the instructions (fig. 8, elements 38-40; 
see col. 9, lines 62-col. 10, line 10). 

But, Thomas lacks to especially recite the second communication link is a 
wireless link. However, Van Ryzin teaches a wireless link between the switch 
(personal computer 2) and audio/video devices (described as "Wireless 
communication means transmits, via a wireless medium, wireless 
communications between the personal computer and the audio/video devices. 
Wireless peripheral means enters, remotely from the personal computer, wireless 
commands for controlling the audio/video devices. The wireless commands are 
communicated by the wireless communication means from the wireless 
peripheral means to the personal computer which generates signals for 
controlling the audio/video devices in accordance with the wireless commands. 
Coupling means couples, in accordance with the signals, the wireless 
communications to the wireless communication means for wireless transmission 
to the audio/video devices" see col. 2, lines 8-22). Since, Thomas and Van Ryzin 
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(col. 4, lines 20-30 and col. 6) are related to the method of using a switch to 
operate the selected device; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system 
of Thomas as taught by Van Ryzin for purpose of offering advantageously the 
wireless technology to Thomas's system in order to avoid "the entire house be 
hardwired which is both tedious work and expensive to implement", see (col. 1 , 
lines 24-27). 

Regarding claim 10, Thomas discloses a computing system (fig. 8) 
comprising: multiple computing devices (fig. 8, PCs 13), each of which being 
configured for a second communication link; 

one or more peripheral devices (fig. 1, keyboard 9, mouse 10) receive 
and/or transmit data ("a wireless connection in lieu of the CATS connection", see 
col. 2, lines 8-10); and 

a switching device (fig. 1, switch 2) configured to: 

maintain a list of available computing devices from among the multiple 
computing devices (fig. 8, PCs 13 and col. 5, lines 2-9); 

receive a user communication selecting from among the list of available 
computing devices (col. 4, line 17-col. 5, line 20); and 

establish a first wireless link ("a wireless connection in lieu of the CATS 
connection", see col. 2, lines 8-10) between the peripheral device and the 
switching device (fig. 1) and the second communication link between the 
switching device and a computing device (described as "Switch 2 receives 
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(receiver) the keyboard/mouse signals, makes appropriate translations, and 
delivers (transmitter) them to the selected computer 13A", see col. 5, lines 55-60 
and fig. 2) selected from the list of available computing devices enabling wireless 
user interaction (col. 4, line 17-col. 5, line 20). 

But, Thomas lacks to especially recite the second communication link is a 
wireless link. However, Van Ryzin teaches a wireless link between the switch 
(personal computer 2) and audio/video devices (described as "Wireless 
communication means transmits, via a wireless medium, wireless 
communications between the personal computer and the audio/video devices. 
Wireless peripheral means enters, remotely from the personal computer, wireless 
commands for controlling the audio/video devices. The wireless commands are 
communicated by the wireless communication means from the wireless 
peripheral means to the personal computer which generates signals for 
controlling the audio/video devices in accordance with the wireless commands. 
Coupling means couples, in accordance with the signals, the wireless 
communications to the wireless communication means for wireless transmission 
to the audio/video devices" see col. 2, lines 8-22); therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Thomas as taught by Van Ryzin for purpose of offering 
advantageously the wireless technology to Thomas's system in order to avoid 
"the entire house be hardwired which is both tedious work and expensive to 
implement", see (col. 1, lines 24-27). 
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Regarding claim 16, Thomas discloses a computing system (fig. 8) 
comprising: 

multiple computing devices (fig. 8, PCs 13), each of which being 
configured for a second communication link; 

one or more peripheral devices (fig. 8, elements 3-10 and col. 7, line 42- 
col. 8, line 33) configured to wirelessly receive and/or transmit data ("a wireless 
connection in lieu of the CATS connection", see col. 2, lines 8-10) and linkable 
with the computing devices for data exchange (col. 1 1 , lines 52-64); and 

a switching device (fig. 8, switch 37 and col. 7, line 42-col. 8, line 33) 
configured to 

wirelessly ("a wireless connection in lieu of the CAT5 connection", see col. 
2, lines 8-10) receive and transmit (col. 4, lines 10-13) data from and to the 
peripheral and the second communication link with computing devices; 

maintain a list of available computing devices from among the multiple 
computing devices (fig. 8, PCs 13 and col. 5, lines 2-9); 

receive a user communication selecting from among the list of available 
computing devices (col. 4, line 17-col. 5, line 20); and 

establish a first wireless link ("a wireless connection in lieu of the CAT5 
connection", see col. 2, lines 8-10) between the one or more peripheral devices 
and the switching device (col. 4, lines 10-13) and the second communication link 
between the switching device and a computing device (fig. 8, PC 13 and col. 7, 
line 42-col. 8, line 33) selected from the list of available computing devices 
enabling wireless user interaction with the computing device (col. 4, line 52-col. 
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5, line 20). But, Thomas lacks to especially recite the second communication link 
is a wireless link. However, Van Ryzin teaches a wireless link between the switch 
(personal computer 2) and audio/video devices (described as "Wireless 
communication means transmits, via a wireless medium, wireless 
communications between the personal computer and the audio/video devices. 
Wireless peripheral means enters, remotely from the personal computer, wireless 
commands for controlling the audio/video devices. The wireless commands are 
communicated by the wireless communication means from the wireless 
peripheral means to the personal computer which generates signals for 
controlling the audio/video devices in accordance with the wireless commands. 
Coupling means couples, in accordance with the signals, the wireless 
communications to the wireless communication means for wireless transmission 
to the audio/video devices" see col. 2, lines 8-22); therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Thomas as taught by Van Ryzin for purpose of offering 
advantageously the wireless technology to Thomas's system in order to avoid 
"the entire house be hardwired which is both tedious work and expensive to 
implement", see (col. 1, lines 24-27). 

Regarding claim 21, Thomas discloses a method of controlling multiple 
computing devices (fig. 8, PCs 13) utilizing a switching device (fig. 8, switch 37 
and col. 7, line 42-col. 8, line 33), the method comprising: 
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establishing a first wireless link ("a wireless connection in lieu of the CATS 
connection", see col. 2, lines 8-10) with a peripheral device (fig. 1 , keyboard 9, 
mouse 10); 

maintaining a list of available computing devices (fig. 8, PCs 13 and col. 5, 
lines 2-9); 

receiving data from a user (described as "Switch 2 receives (receiver) the 
keyboard/mouse signals, makes appropriate translations, and delivers 
(transmitter) them to the selected computer 13A", see col. 5, lines 55-60 and fig. 
2), the data being associated with a user selection of an available computing 
devices from the list (col. 4, line 17-coI. 5, line 20); 

using the received data to select a computing device (col. 4, lines 17-53); 

establishing a second communication link with the selected computing 
device (col. 4, line 52-col. 5, line 20); and 

permitting the user to interact with the selected computing device via said 
first wireless link and second communication link. But, Thomas lacks to 
especially recite the second communication link is a wireless link. However, Van 
Ryzin teaches a wireless link between the switch (personal computer 2) and 
audio/video devices (described as "Wireless communication means transmits, via 
a wireless medium, wireless communications between the personal computer 
and the audio/video devices. Wireless peripheral means enters, remotely from 
the personal computer, wireless commands for controlling the audio/video 
devices. The wireless commands are communicated by the wireless 
communication means from the wireless peripheral means to the personal 
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computer which generates signals for controlling the audio/video devices in 
accordance with the wireless commands. Coupling means couples, in 
accordance with the signals, the wireless communications to the wireless 
communication means for wireless transmission to the audio/video devices" see 
col. 2, lines 8-22); therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Thomas as 
taught by Van Ryzin for purpose of offering advantageously the wireless 
technology to Thomas's system in order to avoid "the entire house be hardwired 
which is both tedious work and expensive to implement", see (col. 1, lines 24-27). 

Regarding claim 2, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose the switching device 
as recited in the rejection of claim 1 . Thomas further discloses wherein the 
instructions for utilizing the transmitter and the receiver (col. 4, lines 10-13) 
include instructions (fig. 8, elements 38-40; see col. 9, lines 62-col. 10, line 38) 
for utilizing the transmitter and receiver to establish a wireless link ("a wireless 
connection in lieu of the CAT5 connection", see col. 2, lines 8-10) between the 
selected computing device and a plurality of peripheral devices (fig. 1, keyboard 
9, mouse 10) that can be used by a user to interact with the selected computing 
device (col. 4, line 52-col. 5, line 20). 

Regarding claims 3, 12 and 18, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose all 
limitations as recited in the rejections of claims 2, 10 and 16, respectively. 
Thomas further discloses wherein said at least one peripheral device comprises 
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a keyboard (fig. 1, keyboard 9). 



Page 1 1 



Regarding claims 4, 13 and 19, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose all 
limitations as recited in the rejections of claims 2, 10 and 16, respectively. 
Thomas further discloses wherein said at least one peripheral device comprises 
a mouse (fig. 1, mouse 10). 

Regarding claims 5, 14 and 20, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose all 
limitations as recited in the rejections of claims 2, 10 and 16, respectively. 
Thomas further discloses wherein said at least one peripheral device comprises 
a display (fig. 1, video 8). 

Regarding claims 6, 15 and 23, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose all 
limitations as recited in the rejections of claims 2, 10 and 21, respectively. 
Thomas further discloses wherein said at least one peripheral device comprises 
one or more of a keyboard (fig. 1 , keyboard 9), a mouse (fig. 1 , mouse 10) and a 
display (fig. 1, video 8). 

Regarding claim 7, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose the switching device 
as recited in the rejection of claim 1. Van Ryzin further discloses wherein the 
transmitter and receiver are configured to establish a wireless link via BlueTooth 
(described as "in the present invention, wireless peripherals including wireless 
keyboard/mouse touchpad 8, wireless video monitor 10 and wireless 
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speakers/headphones 12 are also provided which communicate with wireless 
computer 2 via antenna 2a. The wireless signals are preferably RF signals or 
any such signals which are capable of passing through walls in the home such 
that the user may operate the audio/video devices from anywhere in the home" 
(see col. 3, lines 25-30). 

Regarding claim 8, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose the switching device 
as recited in the rejection of claim 1 . Thomas further discloses wherein the 
transmitter and receiver comprise an integrated unit (fig. 3 and col. 6, lines 19- 
21). 

Regarding claim 9, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose the switching device 
as recited in the rejection of claim 1 . Thomas further discloses further comprising 
a storage device (fig. 8, RAM 39 and EEROM 40) to maintain a list of available 
computing devices (col. 9, line 47-col. 10, line 10). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 17, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose all 
limitations as recited in the rejections of claims 10 and 16, respectively. Thomas 
further discloses wherein the selected computing device is a desktop computer 
(fig. 8, PC 13) and wherein establishing a wireless link (inherently for "wireless 
connection"; see col. 2, lines 8-9) comprises establishing a wireless link between 
the peripheral device and the desktop computer (col. 4, lines 10-53). 



Application/Control Number: 09/802,665 Page 
Art Unit: 2687 

Regarding claim 22, Thomas and Van Ryzin disclose the method as 
recited in the rejection of claim 21. Van Ryzin further discloses wherein said 
receiving comprises wirelessly receiving said data from the user (described as 
"Wireless communication means transmits, via a wireless medium, wireless 
communications between the personal computer and the audio/video devices. 
Wireless peripheral means enters, remotely from the personal computer, wireless 
commands for controlling the-audio/video devices. The wireless commands are 
communicated by the wireless communication means from the wireless 
peripheral means to the personal computer which generates signals for 
controlling the audio/video devices in accordance with the wireless commands. 
Coupling means couples, in accordance with the signals, the wireless 
communications to the wireless communication means for wireless transmission 
to the audio/video devices" see col. 2, lines 8-22). 

Regarding claim 25, Thomas discloses one or more readable media 
having instructions (fig. 8, elements 38-40; see col. 9, lines 62-col. 10, line 10) 
thereon which, when executed by a switching device (fig. 8, switch 37 and col. 7, 
line 42-col. 8, line 33), cause the switching device to: 

establish a first wireless link ("a wireless connection in lieu of the CATS 
connection", see col. 2, lines 8-10) with a peripheral device (fig. 1, keyboard 9, 
mouse 10); 

maintain a list of available computing devices (fig. 8, PCs 13 and col. 5, 
lines 2-9); 
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wirelessly receive data (col. 4, lines 10-13) from a user (described as 
"Switch 2 receives (receiver) the keyboard/mouse signals, makes appropriate 
translations, and delivers (transmitter) them to the selected computer 13A via 
cable 14 into ports 15", see col. 5, lines 55-60 and fig. 2), the data being 
associated with a user selection from the list of available computing devices (col. 
4, line 52-col. 5, line 20); 

use the received data to select said one computing device (col. 4, lines 
37-53); 

establish a second communication link (fig. 1) with the selected computing 
device (col. 4, line 52-col. 5, line 20); and 

permit the user to interact with said one computing device (col. 4, lines 37- 
53) via said first wireless link and second communication link. But, Thomas lacks 
to especially recite the second communication link is a wireless link. However, 
Van Ryzin teaches a wireless link between the switch (personal computer 2) and 
audio/video devices (described as 'Wireless communication means transmits, via 
a wireless medium, wireless communications between the personal computer 
and the audio/video devices. Wireless peripheral means enters, remotely from 
the personal computer, wireless commands for controlling the audio/video 
devices. The wireless commands are communicated by the wireless 
communication means from the wireless peripheral means to the personal 
computer which generates signals for controlling the audio/video devices in 
accordance with the wireless commands. Coupling means couples, in 
accordance with the signals, the wireless communications to the wireless 



Application/Control Number: 09/802,665 Page 
Art Unit: 2687 

communication means for wireless transmission to the audio/video devices" see 
col. 2, lines 8-22); therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Thomas as 
taught by Van Ryzin for purpose of offering advantageously the wireless 
technology to Thomas's system in order to avoid "the entire house be hardwired 
which is both tedious work and expensive to implement", see (col. 1 , lines 24-27). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) Shirley claims claim 14 as "The KVM switch as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein the communications port comprises a wireless communications port" 
(see specification). 

b) Angelico discloses that "FIG. 1 depicts a representative wireless 
network 100 suitable for implementing the present invention. A plurality of local 
area networks (LANs) 102 each interconnect a number of host computers 104 
and a single wireless router system 106. The wireless router systems 106 in turn 
are interconnected by a regional network 108 to multiple points of presence 
(PoPs) 110 which serve as interconnects to a backbone network 112" (see 
specification). 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7924. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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